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Expectations for control of Covid-19

As all legally enforceable restriction are removed, many businesses, staff and customers will still feel reluctant to stop using all or some of the Covid secure measures.

[bookmark: _Hlk77169170]We will still be strongly recommending any business or event to apply infection prevention control measures and there is still the legal requirement to protect your workforce from work related infections, this includes Covid-19. 
A business or event must complete a Health and Safety risk assessment, this must be documented if you have over 5 employees, to include 
· Hand sanitizer in the venue for staff and customers
· Encouraging staff and guests to take the lateral flow tests prior to starting work or going to an event.
· Giving information for staff and guests not to attend if they or a close contact has symptoms, is isolating or has had a positive lateral flow or PRC test.
· The QR code can still be used to aid test and trace,  but will not be mandatory.
· Increased ventilation even if this is opening doors and windows – guidance on the HSE website
· Screens to remain in place or masks when working can still be used if wished, especially at bars and counters where customers congregate. 
· Increased levels of cleaning and disinfection of surfaces and hand touch points
· Encouraging frequent hand washing where possible
· Mask wearing if required by the business, may consider FFP2 masks. 
· Asking customers to respect the wishes of the business
· Staff resilience? How would you deal with a number of your staff having to isolate. Could staff work in bubbles or as a group?
· Personal responsibility for your own safety/ corporate responsibility to staff
· A new variant could still be coming….

Self isolation rules
It is still a legal requirement to isolate if told to by the NHS test and trace or if you have a positive test result.
From 16 August, close contacts of a positive Covid 19 case may not need to isolate if they are: double vaccinated (at least 14 day post second vaccine); under 18½ yrs old, not able to be vaccinated due to medical reasons or taking part in a vaccine trial. Everyone else will still need to follow the legal requirements to isolate if they have a positive test or are a close contact of a positive case. 
Young people and double vaccinated individuals identified as close contacts will continue to be advised to take a PCR test, to detect the virus and variants of concern. Anyone who tests positive following the PCR test will still be legally required to self-isolate, irrespective of their vaccination status.

As double vaccinated people identified as close contacts are still at risk of being infected, people are advised to consider other precautions such as wearing face covering in enclosed spaces and limit contact with other people, especially with anyone who is clinically extremely vulnerable.

Get tested:  
Get tested for coronavirus (COVID-19) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)
Government guidance for businesses and events:
Working safely during coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance from Step 4 - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
HSE guidance - 
Making your workplace COVID-secure during the coronavirus pandemic (hse.gov.uk)
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