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COVID-19 AND VENTILATION IN YOUR WORKPLACE FACT SHEET

From May 17th indoor hospitality and other venues will be allowed to open, this increases the risk of Covid 19 spreading. 

The importance of good air quality, adequate ventilation, and a vital flow of clean fresh air (ventilation) where we live, and work has never been as important as it is following the impact of Covid-19.
It is common knowledge that fresh air combined with air movement, can contribute towards a safer working environment by helping to prevent the spread of common viruses and airborne pollutants. Adequate ventilation reduces how much virus is in the air.  In poorly ventilated rooms where people spend longer periods of time, the virus can build up in the air and people can inhale enough of it to cause infection.
The law says employers must make sure there’s an adequate supply of fresh air in enclosed areas of the workplace. You should consider ventilation alongside other control measures needed to reduce risks of transmission as part of making your workplace COVID-secure.

	HSE have published guidance on the importance of ensuring there is good ventilation in the workplace during the Coronavirus outbreak. Click here to read more  



Do you have adequate ventilation? 
                                                                    NO
	Are you concerned you don’t
have adequate ventilation in your workplace?


	Ensure you comply with the Health and Safety Executive guidelines.


    YES
                                                                NO
	Will you rely on open doors & windows to maintain fresh air movement?


	You may need mechanical ventilation (detailed guidance found at www.cibse.org )


YES

	Keep your doors & windows open during working hours to help ventilate your workplace.



Don’t forget:
· The virus that causes COVID-19, lingers in the air and can travel more than 6 feet. It can also accumulate if there are people crowded in an indoor space.
· It’s spread by sick and asymptomatic people who shed the virus with every exhaled breath.
· The higher the local infection rate, the more people shedding the virus in the community.
· Wear masks where required, except when you are at home with people you live with. 
· Provide employees with guidance on how systems should be operated if there are user controls for mechanical ventilation
· If relying on natural ventilation, keep vents open and regularly open windows especially in spaces that are shared with other people 
· Recirculating air conditioners should not be used without a sufficient air cleaning system as they may allow any virus to build up in the air. 
Further information
1. ERVTAG/EMG Role of aerosol transmission in COVID-19, 22 July 2020 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nervtagemg-role-of-aerosol-transmission-in- covid-19-22-july-2020 
2. EMG: Role of ventilation in controlling SARS-CoV-2 transmission, 30 September 2020 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/emg-role-of-ventilation-in-controlling-sars- cov-2-transmission-30-september-2020 
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